
Bressingham and Fersfield Parish Council 
bandf.pc@outlook.com  

Clerk: Mike Mortimer, 1 Sycamore Close, Palgrave, IP22 1PF 

Telephone 01379 641909 

 

 

Monday the 5th of September 2022 at 7.15 

Meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1       Apologies 

 
2         Declarations of Interest 

 

3         To Agree the Minutes of the 1st of August 

 

4         Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

*************************************************************************** 

10 minutes public speaking time 

*************************************************************************** 

 

5         Report from County Councillor 

 

6         Report from District Councillor            

 

7         Roads and Traffic 

           Highways representative (Heavy Vehicles) 

           PP Suggestions 

           Speed Limits Update 

           Proposal -  a pledge to restrict speed to 25mph through our villages. 
 

8         Planning 

           2022/1516 Barn at Oak Tree Farm change of use 

 

9         Household Support 

           Grants 

 

10       Communications 

         . 

11       Finance 

            

12       Allotment Field 

           Short list and consideration of options for use 

           Next Steps 

 



13       Flooding 

 

14       Marketing 

 

15       Any Other Matters 

 

16       Date of next meeting             

 

                
 

Parish Clerk 
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 Bressingham and Fersfield Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th of September 

 
The meeting opened at 7.15pm 

Present: Councillors, Chair Dr A McMurray, Mrs S Barton, Mr B McAleese, Mr R Hewitt and Mr W Hudson. 

Also present were County Councillor, Mr B Duffin, District Councillor, Mr J Easter, two members of the public 

and the clerk Mr M Mortimer  

 

1 Apologies 

None. 

 

2 Declaration of Interests 

       None  

 

3    To agree the minutes of the 1st of August 

      The minutes were agreed and signed. 

 

4     Matters Arising from the minutes 

          Mr Hudson informed councillors that he and a team of helpers would have walked  all footpaths by the  

          time of the next meeting and that he would provide a report. 

       

******************************************************************************************

10 MINUTES PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 

One member of the public asked why the Adult Social Care budget was being cut and Mr Duffin agreed to look 

into it and respond. Another asked about possible restrictions to tractors on public roads. Mr Hudson explained 

that consideration of restrictions was being considered by government but that access would not be affected. 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

   5    Report from County Councillor 

         Mr Duffin warned thar Covid had not gone away, that consultation on the North West Link had begun and  

         that the CC had sold the airfield industrial site with the intention of making better use of the money. 

 

  6     Report from District Councillor 

         Mr Easter explained about the District moving offices and the intention to open a satellite office in Diss.  

         He reported a new Community Action Fund opening and that an application for a bus shelter in Fersfield  

         had been put in already. He hoped a new Calculator for establishing nutrient neutrality would mean some  

         housing development could be resumed. He pointed out that South Norfolk had hardship fund and that      

         application was through an internet form. 

 

7       Roads and Traffic 

         There was no representative from Highways and it was suggested that a daytime meeting was more  

         possible. It  was agreed that the possibility of 20 mph speed signs at the school and Fersfield playground  

         be explored for the Parish Partnership scheme. 

         Dr McMurray reported on a meeting with the local police regarding speed limits in the parish who were  

         broadly supportive. She said she would like to go to Highways with the information gathered in the past  

         and with proposals for changes to the speed limits.  

         An invitation to parishioners to pledge to limit speeds in the villages to 25mph was proposed by Dr 

         McMurray. She offered to consider how to implement the invitation.  

         Changes to the Highway Code were discussed and it was agreed that something should be put on the  

         website. 

 

 8       Planning 

          2022/1516 Oak Tree Farm Barn – no comment was required. 

          Dr McMurray expected a decision on the AD application quite soon and given the Highways response  

          that it would be refused. 
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9       Household Support 

         The clerk reported that a number of recipients had been identified and some payments made already. He  

         expected a full take up of available  funds and thanked Ms Lanchester for her help in the process. Dr 

         McMurray thanked the clerk for his efforts.   

 

10      Communications 

          Dr McMurray reported communications on road condition and safety. A complaint about gunshots at  

          night was forwarded to the police A request for clarity on PC support for a memorial at the airfield was  

          sought and the clerk confirmed that the PC had agreed to support it in principle and had agreed to make 

          £200 available for development of the idea.  

 

11      Finance 

          A report was made available and a copy is in the minute book and on the website. 

 

12      Allotment Field     

          Five possibilities were suggested: to leave it as a meadow, use for grazing, create a community  

          woodland, create a community orchard, extend the allotments. There was general agreement that use as a  

          community asset could present problems in the future. A sub-committee consisting of Mr Hudson, Mrs  

          Barton and Mr McAleese was established to consider options in depth and report back at the next  

          meeting.  

 

13      Flooding 

          Mr Hewitt reported that after extensive research into the many agencies, central and local government,  

          interested parties and landowners he was unable to provide a breakdown of responsibilities. Consequently  

          he could only suggest individuals took their own precautions. It was agreed that the suggestion be put 

          onto the website. 

        

14      Marketing 

          Mr Hewitt agreed to take on the task of contacting the school with a view to suggesting a competition for  

          a parish logo.   

 

 15     Any Other Matters 

          Mr Hudson wondered what the PC might do to promote community benefits such as oil or transport   

          sharing and asked if some sort of forum might be set up. 

          Mrs Barton informed councillors that she had had a conversation with County Broadband and that it  

          hoped to start making connections in January.  

 

16      Date of Next Meeting 

          3rd of October at 7.15 in the Village Hall. 


