Bressingham
Parish & Council

Fersfield

Bressingham and Fersfield Parish Council
bandf.pc@outlook.com
Clerk: Mike Mortimer, 1 Sycamore Close, Palgrave, P22 1PF
Telephone 07795 802754

Monday the 23rd of March 2026 at 7.15
Meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall

AGENDA
1 Apologies
2 Declaration of Interests
3 To agree the minutes of the 23" of February
4 Matters arising from the minutes
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10 minutes public speaking time
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5 Report from County Councillor
6 Report from District Councillor
7 Emergency Plan

8 Communications

9 Planning

10 GDPR Policy Adoptions

11  Finance

12 Training

13 Sustainable Communities

14  Footpaths

15  Parish Council land

16 Allotment Gate

17  Any Other Matters

18  Date of next meetings (PC and Annual Parish)
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Bressingham and Fersfield Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 2379 of March 2026

The meeting opened at 7.15pm

Present: Councillors, Chair, Mr M Edwards, Miss M Lanchester, Mrs H Farstad McKeown, Mrs S Barton,
Mr M Le Grys and Mr M Blee. Also present were District Councillor, Mr James Easter,

County Councillor, Dr catherine Rowett, Mr K Traynier and the clerk, Mr M Mortimer.

1 Apologies
Mrs K Le Grys

2 Declaration of Interests
None

3 To agree the minutes of the 23" of February
The minutes were agreed and signed.

4 Matters arising from the minutes
None.

Public Speaking Time
There were no public comments

5 Report from County Councillor
Dr Rowett had sent a report which is in the minute book and on the website. She explained that she had
discovered that NCC was responsible for clearing several footpaths in the parish including the

troublesome No. 33. She spoke about community energy schemes and a new Crisis and Resilience
Scheme.

6 Report from District Councillor
Mr Easter reported a meeting with the Environment Agency and the South Norfolk Environmental
Health Officer at the Diss Grab Hire site. Their report is anticipated. Mr Blee stated that the number
of lorries had not decreased. Mr Easter along with EH and EA also paid a visit to the Oaks and Deal
Farm where they took water samples for examination.

Mr Easter also pointed out that anyone keeping a monkey or other primate would need to have it
licensed at SNDC,

7  Emergency Plan

Mrs Farstad McKeown had distributed a proposal that the existing draft plan be made available in the
shop and VH as well as on the website along with a meeting of the Emergency Plan committee and
interested parties with a view to refining the plan. Mr Blee asked who made up the EP committee and
he was informed that it was made up of Mrs Farstad McKeown, Miss Lanchester and

Mrs Le Grys. Mr Edwards felt the plan was not ready for any public airing.

Mrs McKeown pointed out that she had asked for responses and suggestions from PCs but had
received none.

Mr Traynier, a former PC Chair, who had been asked to attend the meeting and who had developed a
resilience plan for Fersfield outside of the parish council explained what was in place. He took a
practical approach rather than creating a written plan though he did provide Mrs McKeown with a
small user friendly NCC template. Miss Lanchester pointed out that there were already farmers on
board and that access to several generators was available. Mrs McKeown and Mr Traynier agreed to
work together to produce a plan for Bressingham.
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8 Communications
Miss Lanchester referred to a communication regarding the appointment of a rector for the parish and
it was agreed that the clerk welcome her on behalf of the PC.

9 Planning
There were no applications to consider.

10 GDPR Policies Adoption
The proposed policies on data and IT were adopted

11 Finance
A report had been provided. Miss Lanchester questioned a bill for payment of the repair of the AA
gate After a vote the payment was authorised.

12 Training
Mr Edwards pointed out that there were courses for PC’s basic training if desired and for data
protection which was obligatory. Mr Edwards agreed to forward details and Councillors would
arrange their own online sessions.

13 Sustainable Communities
Miss Lanchester reported on the sustainable communities event she had attended and a discussion
on protecting and developing natural areas followed.

14 Footpaths
Mr Edwards felt that access was a priority over restrictions on hedge cutting at this time. He
explained that he had arranged a meeting with somebody who could clear path 33 and wondered if
it would make sense to appoint somebody outside the PC as Footpath Warden who would not have
the other burdens of a parish councillor.

15 Parish Council Land
Mr Traynier stated that the PC was not the owner pf the allotment land but only its steward. It
was pointed out that the land was now registered as belonging to the PC. The issue of what to do
with the land was raised again without a decision being made.

16 Allotment
Mr Edwards passed on a request from some allotment holders to keep chickens on the site. There
were differences of opinion on the terms of the rental agreement and a decision was postponed till
further examination had been made.

17 Any Other Matters
Mr Edwards reported the erection of a height barrier at the VH. Miss Lanchester passed on a
complaint about speeding on Common Road and Mr Edwards wondered about more speeding
signs. Mrs Farstad McKeown suggested the 11" or 12' for the Litter Pick. It was noted that the
notice boards needed repairs.

18  Date of Next Meeting
22" April for the Annual Parish and the 27" for the next PC meeting.



