Councillor report, May 2024, from Catherine Rowett 09/05/2024

Work in Progress

| received the official results letter for my applications for the Road Safety Community Fund, which was
puzzling. It seems to imply that we're getting all or some of the 30 mph speed limit requests in
Bressingham and Fersfield under one Traffic Regulation Order, which is a good precedent. | believed that
we had got nothing for Bunwell, but they now say they’ve funded a Vehicle Activated Sign for Bunwell
(Which | am sure | didn't ask for, or even consider, so | don’t know what this is or where this is to go.
Meanwhile, believing | had nothing to assist with the dangerous crossing point on the Turnpike, | have
commissioned a feasibility study for a safer crossing there, using part of my 2023 highways budget.

In Aslacton, I've been chasing and got promises for action on the speed limit (long approved but never
installed) on Pottergate Street, which should be done by June this year. Elsewhere I've ordered, and will
fund or partially fund, various signs, paint, and chevrons for some of the roads with problems of
dangerous bends and misleading junctions. I'm co-funding with Councillor Wilby a solution for the
unmarked and neglected Furze Green Hamlet that crosses two parishes/divisions and highways officers.
This is now in progress. I've commissioned designers to recommend signs to stop long lorries from using
Tabernacle Lane in Forncett. I'd like to get a UK-wide solution to change the way Sat Navs work, when it
comes to tiny single-track lanes to eliminate the problem of delivery vans and lorries taking short cuts at
speed due to delivery targets and carbon reduction targets.

In addition to work on drainage problems in the Street in Bunwell, the Environment Agency has been
researching natural flooding solutions for the feeder tributaries for the Tas and for the area around
Shelfanger. They’re reporting to Shelfanger in May. I've been looking into better signage at the steep
and deep Ford in Forncett, and I'm told that the Council is undertaking a review of all the County’s fords,
to improve safety. This is promising, but | fear it will take a long time before we get action.

The new route for the FP6 in Gissing is now official so we need to put pressure on to get it opened up.

Norwich to Tilbury Pylons

| had to submit my input to the County’s response to the Statutory consultation by Wednesday 8t so I've
done a lot of work on that. Many thanks to residents who've already sent me local information about
effects in their area. | can still send on more info, so if you know things | might not know about your own
village /amenities/wildlife and flora or the problems with the access roads do get in touch. I've attended
briefings with other councils/councillors from Suffolk and Essex, and | went to an East of England Local
Government Association conference about infrastructure projects and the problems with the planning
process for them, in Bury St Edmunds on Wednesday. My response focuses on the call for a better solution
for these cables, and a better way of ensuring that government planning systems work with local people
to place important infrastructure in appropriate places, without destroying the environment in the process.
| attended the wonderful art exhibition in Forncett, highlighting the beauty of the local area. | am
concerned about the damage that preparing for and erecting the pylons will cause, not just their long-
term presence. Undergrounding would also damage local ecologies, roads, and hedges. Upcoming
National Grid consultation events are in Ashwellthorpe (Thursday 9" May), Tibenham (Friday 10t May),
Diss Town Football club (Wednesday 15" May), all afternoon-early evening.

The attempt to silence local voices is not a good look on the part of the current government, nor is the
blithe assumption that we can just build more and more and never ask whether less would be better—less
demand, less consumption, more economical ways of living, more nature, more happiness. This was one of
my key asks in the motion | brought to Council on Tuesday. Unfortunately, the Conservatives passed an
amendment to the motion that cut out the objections to the planning process and the desire for demand
reduction and local off grid energy schemes to prevent ever more costly upgrades in future.

Norfolk County Council Full Council meeting, Tuesday May 7"
This was the Council AGM so we reappointed the same leader and cabinet etc for the coming year and a
new Conservative Chair was appointed unopposed. Same old thing goes on for another year.



At long last my motion about rural speed limits was discussed and voted on. | proposed that we should
have a cross-party working group to review the Norfolk Speed management so that it would promote
pro-active safer speeds (on roads without white lines that are currently 60 mph in particular), instead of
waiting for deaths and injuries before agreeing to requests for speed reductions. The responses from the
Conservative benches were, to my mind, appalling, with every speaker arguing against intervening to
improve safety and make rural roads safer for children to walk or cycle to school and so on. There were
many patronising attempts to suggest that | should work with the highways officers to deliver things that |
am asking for--as though | and others hadn’t been doing that constantly, and meeting the brick wall that is
the Speed Management Strategy and the huge cost of one-off TROs. Despite all the opposition parties
voting in favour, the Conservative majority ensured that it fell. My motion about the National Grid Pylons
scheme (see above) was not debated, but was put to the vote. It passed because the Conservatives had
amended it so that it no longer said what | had said but what they wanted to say.

Norfolk things:

Long Stratton Bypass

Construction has begun. This is affecting all side routes that the road will cross. For details on road
closures view the Long Stratton Bypass works public information notice (PDF) [173KB]. You can
subscribe to Long Stratton Bypass e-news via the county council website here.

National Government things

Prime Minister’s “moral mission” to reform disability benefits

Mr Sunak is proposing reforms to disability benefits. He plans to change the eligibility criteria, assessment
process and types of support, and remove the cash that people are allowed to spend on what they need
on a regular basis, including things that they might enjoy.

The information about the proposed changes can be found here:
https: / /www.gov.uk /government /consultations /modernising-support-for-independent-living-the-health-

and-disability-green-paper/modernising-support-for-independent-living-the-health-and-disability-green-
paper

If you know anyone who struggles with their disabilities or mental health or receives these PIP payments, |
would strongly encourage you to respond to this consultation, if you care about the values that this country
has lived by over the last century, in trying to care with compassion for those who've received a hard lot
in life, including people waiting for non-existent NHS treatment or other kinds of help.

Fit Note Reform: government call for evidence

Another related issue is this call for evidence to inform a programme of work the government announced
in 2023, about reforming the “fit note” process. The government says this is “to support those with long
term health conditions to access timely work and health support”. What they mean is that they don’t want
doctors to assess whether you're fit to go back to work. | imagine they want a system that allows them to
set targets for cutting people off from sick pay, to force them back into work (or starvation), as they do
with other benefits. They are looking for “enhancements that stakeholders would require for the fit note to
better support people to start, stay and succeed in work”. Please consider contributing to this evidence-
gathering process. They want to hear from employers , healthcare professionals , patients, carers and
those who access fit notes, representatives of local systems or local system partners (e.g, local authority,
community social enterprise) , interested academics and stakeholder organisations

To participate in this call for evidence use this online form. Further information about the call for

evidence is available here

Contact me on
Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk for Council-related business. See also my Facebook page here.

Catherine Rowett
9™ May 2024
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