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Work in Progress

A whole host of highways stuff is suddenly coming to fruition: In Forncett, the village gates have
finally arrived, we're having the lorry signs in Tabernacle Lane moved to better locations and
more signs installed at the further end, and the water problem caused by the natural spring in
Spring Lane is about to be solved (we hope). In several places we're having the damaged edges
of the roads mended (but major work on Upgate Street is won't begin till after Bunwell Street is
open again, which may be some timel). I've got requests in for inspection of collapsed culverts in
various places. We're making better progress towards the long-awaited signs for the hamlet of
Furze Green, to be jointly funded by myself and Councillor Wilby of East Depwade.

Energy infrastructure and energy saving:

Following my useful session with the officer who is in charge of the Norfolk County Council energy
plan, I'm keeping pressure on to ensure that we get sensible provision for clean renewable
energy and energy storage with good benefits for local communities, and of course pushing the
government to hold to its commitment to having rooftop solar on new build housing (as well as
other zero carbon, low running cost requirements like insulation and solar gain). We won’t make
sufficient progress on these things unless the incentives to export power to the grid are restored,
and adequate grid connections and substations are available to supply Norfolk communities and
businesses. That is the main focus of the Norfolk energy plan, but I’'m pushing to ensure that it also
considers equally urgent issues such as demand-reduction, including insulation as well as low-
carbon, low-energy travel and heating. I'm following the proposals for solar farms on patches of
land around Long Stratton and elsewhere with interest, because there are several real benefits
for farmers and for residents in having these installations on our fields, in preference to
development of the land for housing or intensive farming: they can make a farm profitable while
practising sustainable agriculture, give a reliable income alongside smaller scale and more
varied cultivation, provide wildlife corridors and help with regeneration of the land. They are
also not smelly, noisy, nor polluting to our rivers. | would therefore encourage a positive
response to these solar farms, especially if they are combined with rewilding, wild flowers,
traditional hedges, sustainable agriculture, regenerative farming.

Info from Norfolk County Council

Special Educational Needs: On 24th October the National Audit Office issued a_report calling for
urgent reforms in how children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in are
supported. The main finding is that the system is not delivering better outcomes for children and
young people; is financially unsustainable and in urgent need of reform. An earlier report
commissioned by the Local Government Association and County Councils Network reached a
similar conclusion in the summer. Costs have trebled but outcomes have not been improving.

Both reports highlight the significant deficits to local authority schools grants and outlined the risk
of councils going bankrupt if the government does not address the financial pressures. In Norfolk
the cumulative overspend is forecast to be ¢.£122m by March 2025.

Despite significant investment (via the Local First Inclusion (LFI) programme), in support to promote
inclusion in mainstream schools, and hundreds of new specialist places, and £120m of capital
investment to build more special schools and specialist resource bases in mainstream schools,
Norfolk is struggling to meet increased demand and increasingly complex needs. The county
council has written to the Secretary of State for Education offering to be part of any work to
reform the SEND system. It has also met with Norfolk’s MPS and their representatives at
Westminster with a general consensus to work together on this increasingly urgent issue.



Winter on the roads and at home: You can check which roads are on the council's gritting routes at
www.norfolk.gov.uk /gritting. On the same map you can find the locations of around 2000 grit
bins in the county that are filled by the County Council and which people can use on public
pavements, cycle paths and roads to help everyone get around safely. Please let me know if any
of your grit bins have not been filled. You need to check that they are included on the list,
especially if you recently bought one.

Further information, advice and tips to help people keep healthy, happy and safe during the
colder months is available on the county council’s Norfolk Winter site here. Keep an eye on the
Council’s social media channels for warnings and updates when we run into bad weather.

Budget: The county council has drawn up its initial proposals to bridge a £44.7 million budget
gap.A report to Norfolk County Council's scrutiny committee says the authority faces a "significant
challenge" to develop a budget for 2025/26, ahead of further announcements on funding from
the Government in the forthcoming autumn settlement. The scrutiny committee meets at 2pm on
Monday 28 October. You can watch the meeting, live or on demand, and read the reports
online. After that there will be public consultation on the budget over the autumn.

NHS consultation
Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care System (ICS) are encouraging people to take part in the
national consultation about how to improve the NHS. Everyone over the age of 16 can take part.

Details about the consultation, answers to a number of FAQ'’s and links to the survey are
available on the Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care website here.

Info from Central Government

Support for horticulture and poultry businesses
The government has announced a package of measures to provide support to farmers and
growers in the UK’s horticulture, poultry and sheep sectors. These include:

Confirmation about the 2025 Seasonal Worker visa route, with a total of 43,000 Seasonal
Worker visas available for horticulture and 2,000 for poultry next year. This is intended to help
secure the labour and skills needed to bring produce to market.

Introducing legislation in early November to protect poultry farmers from the impact of avian
influenza by changing the rules on ‘free range’ labelling.

Publication of the 2023 Seasonal Workers Survey report and Defra’s ongoing commitment to
monitoring and improving upon the welfare of seasonal migrant workers. (The findings showed
that 91% of respondents reported a positive experience from their time in the UK and identifies
issues for future consideration).

The proposed legislative changes will mean that free-range eggs can continue to be labelled as
such throughout mandatory housing measures. A consultation on introducing similar measures

for the labelling of free-range poultry has also been launched.

Contact me on
Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk for Council-related business. See also my Facebook page
here.
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