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Progress report 
The main issue at the moment across the division is the rash of energy infrastructure planning 

proposals, including the pylons, solar farms and BESS storage units. I am working in various ways 

to ensure that proper assessment of the environmental impacts are supplied, proper consultation 

is offered including occasions for hearing the voices of the local residents, and correct reports 

relating to the quality of the land are put in place, so that we can see the planning system do its 

job properly. I am also working with the local MPs to try to get the UK’s national rules for 

planning for these things put right, to ensure that suitable locations are prioritised over unsuitable 

ones, and that the government’s desire to slash protections for nature and heritage is thwarted. I 

put in detailed submission to the government’s consultation for their land use strategy, and I had 

a useful discussion with Ben Goldsborough MP, so let’s hope the government can get some 

strategic thinking brought to bear sooner rather than later. I attended, with Adrian Ramsay MP, a 

very useful meeting with the Norfolk Fire Service team, to hear their assessment of what are the 

risks associated with large BESS storage schemes in the Norfolk countryside, and how much say 

they have in the planning consultations.  

At the May County Council meeting, I submitted a motion requiring the administration to intervene 

with ministers against the planning Bill (to warn against scrapping all the environmental 

protections), and to ask them to swiftly bring into force the excellent principles enunciated in the 

land use strategy to ensure that energy infrastructure is strategically located where it belongs, in 

brownfield sites and beside motorways and other existing infrastructure. Despite a Conservative 

amendment which was somewhat ill-informed about energy security and what counts as 

sustainable energy, the motion passed without too much damage to the proposal, so that is a real 

achievement in setting the County Council’s agenda on energy farming with a priority on the 

green perspective. 

Meanwhile I note that the government is now going to make it mandatory for energy developers 

to provide substantial community funding. See link here(it’s not just coastal but rural areas as 

well): Cash boost for coastal towns hosting clean energy infrastructure - GOV.UK. It is important 

to insist on this in any parish response to a proposal within the vicinity.  

In other local work, I’ve been working with landowners and the footpath officer to solve issues 

with one of the footpaths in Winfarthing, and with residents and the riparian rights and water 

management teams to solve problems in Bressingham. We have some progress with the 

impassable section of Broadgate Lane in Great Moulton, but some questions about rights of way 

on Hundred Lane remain which I am trying to get an answer on. We are looking forward to the 

completion of resurfacing on two of the important B roads in the division, at Tivetshall and the 

horrible pitted surface at Winfarthing/Shelfanger. 

Strangely, given our tight budget, Cabinet appear to be planning to give councillors a new fund 

to spend on community initiatives, so I am interested to hear of projects or community groups 

(including church groups if they serve the community) that might be looking for a little financial 

help to keep them on their feet. The decision hasn’t been taken yet, but seems likely to go ahead. 

Devolution and local government reorganisation 
In the light of responses to their engagement questionnaire, and studies of the data about costs 

and benefits of unitary councils, a report has been prepared that recommends that the best thing 

for Norfolk would be one unitary council for the whole county. This would avoid fragmentation of 

the big county-wide services, and ensure that council tax and services were the same across the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cash-boost-for-coastal-towns-hosting-clean-energy-infrastructure


county. However, not all members agree, and opposition parties have been working together to 

secure a proper debate in Full Council before this becomes the Council’s agreed policy. 

Colleagues scrutinising it in the recent Strategic & Corporate Select Committee were able to 

secure two crucial votes, including proposing a change in the constitution to ensure that big 

decisions such as this are required to go to a Full Council debate and can’t be done by the 

cabinet alone without a democratic vote.  

Info from County Council 

Norfolk County Council ranked among best for climate action 
Norfolk County Council has received its ranking in the latest Climate Action Scorecards.  

Norfolk County Council has slipped from first place among County Councils. While its overall 

score has improved by 3 percentage points since 2023, it has lost points in a number of areas 

including waste reduction & food, and it is still scoring only 40% on transport. There is a lot more 

to do, and none of these achievements so far are sufficient to undo the damage from ever-

increasing traffic emissions, the effects of AI and cloud storage for technology, or house building. 

But we are continuing to put pressure on the Council to account properly for the most damaging 

effects of development and to prioritise reducing energy consumption and the need for private 

road transport.  

The full results can be found at https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/scoring/county/    

Find out more about Norfolk County Council's effort to tackle climate change.   

Norfolk’s market towns invited to apply for grants to attract more visitors 

Projects that are aimed at increasing sales and footfall in market towns will be able to apply for 
grants of between £1,000 and £5,000 through an initiative being rolled out across the whole of 
Norfolk. Find more information here. 

National  info 

Future water shortage warning from the Environment Agency 
The Environment Agency has warned that England faces a five billion litre water shortage for 

public supplies by 2055 unless the Government takes urgent action. A further one billion litres 

per day will also be needed to generate energy, grow food, and power emerging technologies. 

Climate change, population growth, and environmental pressures are all cited as contributory 

factors, with increased energy and food usage also requiring more water than is currently 

available. The Guardian suggests that the AI boom could also be responsible, with significant 

uncertainties as to the scale since data centres do not currently have to report how much they are 

using to cool their servers. 

 

Contact me  
Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk. See also my Facebook page here. 

Catherine Rowett 
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