
October district Councillor report 

Not too much has happened since your last Parish Council Meeting. 

AD Plant 

Nothing new to add and the result of the inquiry is due anytime. 

Solar Farms 

New applications are expected as the new government has given the green light to this 
type of renewable energy. Large, long term fees are being offer to farmers to lease their 
land to companies who want to install them. Apart from the one at Palgrave there is a 
proposal for one in the Gissing area to be connected to the power lines from Norwich to 
Tilbury. No details have been forth coming and no application has been made to SNC 
yet. 

Compliance 

There is now a new team at SNC to deal with all matters relating to compliance and 
enforcement. 

I have been asked about the mobile home on land at the corner of Lodge Lane and 
Common Road as it did not appear on the last list of enforcement cases. The answer to 
this is that the owner had informed SNC that it had been or was about to be removed. 
This is not the case as it is still there. I have informed the compliance team and it will be 
put back on the list and a new file is to be opened. 

Diss Swimming pool 

Unfortunately the building work has fallen behind following unexpected extra work after 
the flooring in the changing room area was found to have rotted and needs replacing. 
Initially this extra work would have put the project back about 13 weeks but the 
contractor has been working longer hours and weekends. This has brought the project 
almost back on target, the delay now seems to be 5 weeks. The anticipated opening 
date is now mid January 2025. 

John Grosse showrooms redevelopment 

The site will shortly be demolished to make way for the new development, planning is 
going ahead and a sneak preview of what has been envisaged looks good. There will 
access to and from the Mere area, rooms available to rent e,g, Mind, good gym facilities 
and rooms for councillors to use to meet constituents and a Council drop in centre 
(similar to the service currently in the Octagon). Nothing has been said about the use of 
the Octagon once the new building is in use. There will be a new surgery across the road 
and a new bus terminus. 

 

 



Full Council meeting  

The next council meeting was scheduled for Monday 14th October, the agenda was 
small with nothing of great significance, e.g. new housing complaints policy. 

Winter Warm Homes Grant 

I have circulated an email received from SNC regarding grants of up to £500 towards 
initiatives to assist residents to get through cold spells. E.g Community café etc. No 
doubt the clerk has circulated it to interested parties. 

EV points and solar panels on Village Halls 

Funding is available to have a vehicle charging point added to the Village Hall. One 
charging point with 2 sockets up to £10,000 for the installation and associated electrical 
infrastructure work.  

If you have applied for an EVCP you can also apply for a grant of up to £10,000 for solar 
PV. The idea behind these grants is to encourage the uptake of electric vehicles whist 
using the services of the hall and reduce electricity cost of the hall through the provision 
of solar PV. 


